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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace and 
peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re glad you’re 
here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll 

find a visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill 
out and either hand to an usher or drop in the 
offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the late 

Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where parents can 
tend to little ones while watching and listening to the service.  Ask an 
usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers are 

available at Sunday services for any who may find them helpful.  Don’t 
hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a baptized 

communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with joyful 
confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the sacrament here.  
As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and of the cup, “This is my 
blood”; and of both he says, “given and shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is distributed at 

the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher directs.  For receiving 
the wine, two cups are available, one to drink from and a second to dip 
the host in. Follow your preference.  If you choose not to commune 
but would like even so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or 
assisting minister with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, 
quietly ask the pastor. 
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12TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 1, 8:30 & 10 A.M. 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet “Now We Join in Celebration,” J.S. Bach 

Asking God’s Forgiveness  
 

Stand 
 

In the name of the Father, and the +  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 
from our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that 
we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness 
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for self-examination. 
 

Most merciful God 

have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin.  We are truly sorry and humbly repent.  In 
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 
done and things we have failed to do.  Turn us again to you, and uphold us 
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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Opening Hymn “As We Gather at Your Table,” #522 

Greeting 
 

Singing God’s praise  
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GOD’S WORD 
 

Today’s Prayer 
Let us pray. O God, we thank you for your Son who chose the path of 
suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the 
path of obedience, and give us strength to follow his commands; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.   
 
Sit 

From the Old Testament Proverbs 25:6-7 

6Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the place of 
the great; 7for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be put lower in 
the presence of a noble.  
 The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

From the Book of Psalms 112 

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 

 
Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 
1Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the LORD 
  and have great delight in | God’s commandments! 
2Their descendants will be mighty | in the land; 
  the generation of the upright | will be blessed. Refrain 
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3Wealth and riches will be | in their house, 
  and their righteousness will | last forever. 
4Light shines in the darkness | for the upright; 
  the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion. 
5It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending 
  and to manage their af- | fairs with justice. 
6For they will nev- | er be shaken; 
  the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance. Refrain 
 

From a New Testament letter Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

1Let mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing 
it. 3Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with 
them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being 
tortured. 4Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be 
kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. 5Keep your lives 
free from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for he has 
said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 6So we can say with confidence,  
 “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to 
me?” 7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; 
consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday and today and forever. 15Through him, then, let us 
continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that 
confess his name. 16Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, 
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.  

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

 

Thanking God for the Word of Christ (#871 stanza 1) 
 

Sing praise to God, the highest good, 
The author of creation! 
O God of love, you understood 
Our need for your salvation. 
With healing balm our souls you fill; 
All our lament with peace you still. 
To God all praise and glory! 
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From one of the four Gospels Luke 14:1, 7-14 

 The Holy Gospel is recorded in the 14th chapter of St. Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 

Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
  7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them 
a parable. 8“When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not 
sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you 
has been invited by your host; 9and the host who invited both of you may 
come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you 
would start to take the lowest place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit 
down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, 
‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who 
sit at the table with you. 11For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
  12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon 
or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or 
rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be 
repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay 
you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sit 

God’s Word for Today Pr. Burce 

Stand 
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Hymn for Today “O God of Earth and Altar”  

 
 

Confessing our Faith  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 
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Offering our Prayers 
 

After each portion of the prayers 
 

Lord in your mercy. . . 
. . . hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing Christ’s peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you 
And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
Sit 

Gathering Gifts “Have No Fear Little Flock,” Aaron David Miller 

Stand 

The Gifts are Presented “Have No Fear, Little Flock,” #764 
stanzas 3 & 4 

Praise the Lord high above; praise the Lord high above, 
For he stoops down to heal you, uplift and restore you; 
Praise the Lord high above! 
 

Thankful hearts raise to God; thankful hearts raise to God, 
For he stays close beside you, in all things works with you; 
Thankful hearts raise to God! 

 

Let us pray.  Merciful Father  

You bring us from denial to faith, from silence to speech, from idleness to 
action. With these gifts we offer ourselves to your service, and with the 
Church through all the ages we give thanks for the saving love of God in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn:  
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Prayer of Consecration 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God. . . . now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen 
 

Sit; To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside cover. 
 

Communion Songs 

 

 
“Now We Join in Celebration” 
“By Your Hand You Feed Your People” 

#462 
#469 

Stand 

Post Communion Prayer 
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ON OUR WAY 

 

A Final Word and Promise 
 

Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
Amen.  
 

A Song 
 

“Peace, to Soothe our Bitter Woes” #381 

(a hymn by Nikolai Grundtvig who we remember today) 

A Mission 
  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave Alla Danza from “Water Music,” G.F. Handel 

 
Psalm 112:4:  Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019 
“O God of Earth and Alter Text:  Gilbert K. Chesterton, 1824-1936; Music :  KINGSFOLD, English folk song 
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SERVING TODAY 
 

Preaching & Presiding Minister  – Pastor Burce 

Assisting Ministers – Linda Herhuth (8:30); Mike Allan (10) 

Lectors – Jared Waugaman (8:30); Jillian Piteo (10) 

Communion Assistants – Priscilla Hinsch, Kent Skurkey (8:30);  
Melissa Hollander, Janice Snyder, Eileen Spicer (10) 

Acolytes – Gavin Waugaman (8:30); Tim Hollander, Leah Vandrasik (10) 

Cantors – Bethany Kresnye 

Organist – Linda Kempke 

Deacons – Katie Norman, Bob Trapp 

Ushers – Adam Castro, Ken Novack (8:30;  
Luke Howes, Ariana Laurie, Ken Pillivant (10) 

Nursery – Nadia Kauntz, Tanya Kauntz (10) 

Altar Guild – Marilyn Edwards, Maria Geier 

Trustee – Joshua Koza 
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 IN OUR PRAYERS 

+ The people of Puerto Rico and elsewhere who suffer again from terrible 
storms 

+ Those who respond when others suffer 
  

+ Relations in our land between employers and employees 
 

+ All who are looking for work—or seeking qualified workers 
 

+ In need of healing:  Elenor Davis, Joyce Fry, Rod Kaska, Robert Koback, 
Cheryl Kucera, Dorothy Lewis 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN 

In loving memory and gratituted of Richard & Essie Lee Hayduk by  
John & Kathy Hayduk 

THE PRESENCE CANDLE IS GIVEN 

In memory of Brenda by her friends 

 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 

Sept. 2—NIKOLAI F. S. GRUNDTVIG, d. 1872, bishop, theologian, hymnwriter, and 
reformer of the Danish church. 
 
Sept. 4—ALBERT SCHWEITZER, d. 1965, the world-class organist and theologian 
whose later service as a missionary doctor in Africa inspired a generation of 
European and American Christians.   
 

GOD’S WORD FOR NEXT WEEK 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20, Psalm 1, Philemon 1-21; Luke 14:25-33 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine 

services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator – Darlene Waugh 
Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 

 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
mailto:school@messiahfp.org

